American otolaryngological practice differs in some respects from its British counterpart both in emphasis on certain conditions and in methods of treatment; a good example being the American practice of performing tonsillectomy in adults under local anmsthesia; these differences are reflected in the text. As a result, readers in this country may find this book less attractive and useful than similar books by British authors. The printing and general presentation of this synopsis are well up to the usual high standard of American textbooks.
R Television 'records', with commentaries, may well be the future method of describing surgical operations but at present a skilful blend of drawings and text is certainly best. To be successful, the drawings must be of a particularly high standard and each one must indicate clearly an important step in the operation; most important of all, the appropriate text must be closely apposed to the drawing. All these hallmarks of success are visibly stamped upon this book. The operations described are those which Mr Swinney has found, from personal experience, to be most suitable for his urological practice and therefore some surgeons may feel that due emphasis has not been accorded to a particular procedure. But all will agree that this volume covers the field of urological surgery very fully and in an admirable manner. There can be no doubt that any surgeon who follows the route described in this handbook will be on the road to a very high standard of operative surgery. HARLAND 
REES
Anesthesia for Emergency Surgery Clinical Anesthesia 2/1963 edited by Nicolas M Greene MD ppix+162 40s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1963 This book contains a series of essays by American authors on the anesthetic problems involved in dealing with emergencies in the various branches of surgery. In addition there is a very good chapter on blood transfusion which stresses the dangers of massive transfusion with stored blood.
As always with multiple writers there is a good deal of overlap, especially in dealing with anmsthesia for emergency pediatric surgeryin this respect British aneesthetists will disagree with the small doses of atropine prescribed for babies. Each author deals very fully with the physiopathology of the surgical conditions involved, sometimes to the exclusion of practical antsthetic details. This is not, therefore, an instruction book for beginners but each chapter could form a basis for discussion at a postgraduate seminar.
Conduction analgesia does not commend itself naturally to anwsthetists in this country and this book does a real service in emphasizing the rightful place of this method in the realm of emergency surgery, especially in orthopadics and obstetrics. The omission of the use of respirators in neurosurgical work is surprising, as is the omission of extra steroids from the preparation of patients recently on steroids who come for emergency surgery. Cyclopropane still seems to find favour in thoracic work, but the risk of explosion would exclude it from most of our operating theatres.
The bibliography in this very well produced book is almost entirely American and it will make a valuable addition to the library of any anwsthetic department. Anesthetizing patients in extreme emergencies is an intensely personal matter and nothing can replace long experience: however, it is always interesting to read how others manage under similar circumstances. The characteristic of this book is its clear and lucid English which makes reading a pleasure. The reader is carried effortlessly along from the first to last page. Then at the end he will discover that he has imperceptibly gained a knowledge of correct psychiatric practice and therapy.
The contents are adequate and in no way controversial. The book may be confidently recommended to all students and practitioners. This book is a straightforward translation of the original German edition published in 1961. There are short addenda by Professor M L Barr and Dr C E Ford to their chapters, and Professor Overzier has added two tables and further references to his chapters. This English translation is very well produced. The 18 authors of the 21 sections cover most aspects of intersexuality in man, including differentiation and development as well as the main clinical intersex syndromes. Seven of the
